September Teaching Theme: What is the Gospel?
YA Speaker: Dr. Ted Moon

#H Topic: “Where is Your Citizenship?”

£ 3 Scripture: Philippians 3:18-21

Monthly Theme: This month’s theme is “the Gospel” and its implications. The Gospel of Jesus
the Christ is a royal announcement that Jesus is King and his Upside-Down Kingdom will
reign forever, thus we must give our allegiance to King Jesus. Those who give their allegiance
to King Jesus are given the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, our Advocate - a downpayment of our
inheritance in the Kingdom. The Spirit applies the benefits of the gospel to those who
respond with allegiance!

This week we are going to talk about the Gospel benefit Glorification. Those who give their
allegiance to King Jesus will be “transformed” into the bodily likeness of Jesus’ “gloried
body,” free from suffering and pain. “Glorification” is often seen as the fulfillment of the
process of “Sanctification” that we are “like Jesus” in both physical and spiritual glory upon his
return to establish the new Heaven and new Earth.

Dr. Moon spoke on a very important aspect of the Gospel we have examined from different
angles in previous weeks - that our “Citizenship is in Heaven.” This is an incredibly important
part of the Christian identity, thus we must spend adequate time wrestling with it.

Resources:

Bible Project Video: The Gospel of the Kingdom (English) (5:48)
Bible Project Video: The Gospel of the Kingdom (Chinese) (4:22)
**If you have not watched this video yet as a group do so this week™*

Pastor Will’'s Diagram on “Indicatives vs. Imperatives”

Sermon Video
See Email Attachment for PPT

For the Memorization Tool: If you would like to do this in Quiz format feel free to use my
Quizziz Game - https://quizizz.com/admin/presentation/5f525d946e86¢d001e481796

Important Notes (Pastor Will):
Notes on Philippians 3:3-21:

- Citizenship motif plays on their Roman citizenship. Philippi was a bed of “Roman
Patriots” as a Roman Military Outpost Colony. Paul doesn’t deny the Philippian church’s
social location but points their “patriotism” to their “heavenly colony” (Kingdom). “Just as
Philippi was a colony of Rome, whose citizens thereby exemplified the life of Rome in
the province of Macedonia, so the citizens of the ‘heavenly commonwealth’ were to
function as a colony of heaven in that outpost of Rome.” - Gordon Fee (already-not yet
tension key)


https://bibleproject.com/explore/gospel-kingdom/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MTBs0mXAN5c
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/10rmhTmmt6XWmVN264BjAdI6ugsFBCCtkPE19nIOGfwQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIaT3ws1Wfw
https://quizizz.com/admin/presentation/5f525d946e86cd001e481796

Key To Mindset of “Citizens of Heaven”: Heaven isn’t some spiritual realm we “fly away to,

Similarly, Paul doesn’t often use the word “Savior” to describe “Christ” (only one other
time in Eph.) thus his use here certainly for the Philippians’ sake, since this would have
been a common title for Caesar. Also frequent in OT context for YHWH, indicating who
Paul thinks Jesus is (both references would be familiar to this audience).

“We eagerly await a Savior FROM THERE” - key for understanding the grand vision. It's
not the “go to heaven when | die” idea but the “new heaven and new earth.”

Here we see a lot of themes coming together but the new one we are seeing is
glorification - that those who give their allegiance to King Jesus will experience
“transformation” (“reversal”) from “humiliation” (persecution and trials) to the
likeness of Jesus “glorified body.” Scripture doesn’t give us much on what a “glorified
body” looks like but we do know there is continuity between our physical body now and
the future with the absence of pain & suffering (results of evil). We can “rejoice” in
suffering because we know God is forming us in the present in them and we will live in
“glory” when Jesus returns, free from suffering.

but we wait for King Jesus to come to us - establishing the New Heaven and New Earth. Thus
being a “citizen of heaven” isn’'t choosing to disengage from the world or being overly-spiritual
ignoring the physical. It is instead a call to engage in the world differently - with a different
hope, a different power, and a different ethic. We should pursue excellence in what we do
(career, school, etc.), but our pursuit of excellence must be grounded in our “citizenship of
heaven.” Our identity isn’t found in our born status or our accomplishments but in our
“citizenship” in the Kingdom of God.

Discussion Questions:

1.

2.

Read Philippians 3:3-21 together. What observations do you make and what stands out
to you? How would you summarize the passage?

How do you know your name is written in God's Book of Life? (Look to Memorization
Tool - How Should We Respond to the Gospel)

What does it mean to you to have “citizenship in Heaven”? How does this change how
followers of Jesus relate to the world? What are some of Heaven's/God's/The Kingdom'’s
values you find you need to work on?

What does it look like to have your mind “set on earthly things”? How can this become
“destruction” and “shame”? Why does Paul consider all of his earthly accomplishments
and status as “loss™?

What good works do you think God has prepared for you to do? (Ephesians 2:10) Can
you give an example of something you have done that the Holy Spirit prompted you to
do?

Are you looking forward to Jesus' return? Why?

Memorization Tool:

What is the Gospel? - The Gospel of Jesus the Christ is a royal announcement that
Jesus is King and his Upside-Down Kingdom will reign forever.



e How should we respond to the Gospel? - We are called to respond by giving our
allegiance (inclusive of faith, loyalty, trust) to King Jesus.

e Our hope is looking forward to Jesus' return establishing the New Heaven and New
Earth, where those who give King Jesus allegiance will reign with God forever.

e The Gospel benefit “justification”: Those who give their allegiance to King Jesus are
declared not guilty, being freed from both the penalty of sin and the power of sin.

e The Gospel benefit “reconciliation”: God through Jesus has healed the fractured
relationship between God and humanity. From this place, we can seek reconciliation
in our human relationships.

e The Gospel benefit “ransom”: God through Jesus’ death on the cross has bought us out
of slavery to sin and now empowers you through the Holy Spirit to live as the “new
humanity.”

e The Gospel benefit “adoption”: Those who give their allegiance to King Jesus are now
adopted into the royal family of God and can call God “Abba” (Daddy)

e The Gospel benefit “sanctification”: We are being transformed by the work of the Spirit
and are called to choose to live a “transformed” life.

e The Gospel benefit “glorification”: Those who give their allegiance to Jesus will ultimately
be transformed into the likeness of Jesus in both bodily and spiritual form, no longer
experiencing pain and suffering.
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